
CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION 
 

 
FLSA: EXP Job Code: ACV77157 
Job Class Code: 760 Salary Schedule: AREG 
EEO Category: 02 Grade: 18 
Workers Comp Code: 8833   
    
Job Code Established: 01/23/79 Effective Date:  
Job Code Revised:  Effective Date:  
 
JOB CODE SERIES:  Agriculture Sciences Series 
 
JOB CODE TITLE:  SYSTEMATIC TAXONOMIST PLANT PATHOLOGIST 
 
HRIS TITLE:  SYSTMC TXNMT PLANT PATH 
 
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CLASS: Under general direction, is responsible for performing 
difficult and technical laboratory and field work in the identification and classification of insects, 
mites and other invertebrates; or weeds and weed seeds; or plant pathogens and nematodes; 
serves as a consultant in the area of specialization; and performs related work as required. 
 
EXAMPLES OF DUTIES: Identifies and classifies insects, mites and other invertebrates; or 
weeds and weed seeds; or plant pathogens and nematodes which are submitted, reported or 
detected by various agencies, agricultural and horticultural industries and the general public; 
provides technical advice relating to detection, timing of surveys, the preferred hosts or specific 
parts of hosts to be sampled, control, eradication and the timing of treatments; performs on-site 
investigations of commercial plants and plantings for the purpose of special certification; prepares 
insect mounts, plant pathogens or weed and weed seed specimens and curates the herbarium; 
serves as a consultant in matters concerning problems and proposed solutions in the area of 
specialization; confers and consults with experts in the counties, other states and the United 
States Department of Agriculture; assists in training personnel, prepares bulletins, maintains 
records and prepares reports. 
 
KNOWLEDGE, ABILITIES AND SKILLS: 
 
Knowledge of: entomology or botany or plant pathology; technical field and laboratory work in the 
identification, classification, control and eradication of deleterious entities in the area of 
specialization. 
 
Skill/Ability to: speak and write effectively; establish and maintain effective working relationships. 
 
SPECIAL SELECTION FACTORS:  Bachelor's degree in Entomology, Plant Pathology, Biology, 
Agronomy or a closely related field from an accredited college or university and two years of 
experience appropriate to the area of specialization which included technical laboratory work.  A 
Master's degree in one of the above or closely related fields may substitute for the required 
experience. 
 
Licenses, Certificates or Registrations: 
 
Some positions may require certification as an Arizona Agriculture Pest Control Advisor 
appropriate to the area of specialization. 
 
 


